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Kat Stafsholt, 11, joins Pete Earle, center, 
and David... (Paul Fraughton/The Salt Lake 
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Related

Bush visit
May 29:

Few protests aside, Utah's true 
to Bush

Advertisement

THURSDAY, May 29, 2008

   Search  

More Utah 
News

Air quality 

concerns halt 

drilling

Mom sues man 

cleared in murder

Kitten tossed 

from truck dies 

during surgery

Walsh: 

Defending FLDS 

leader won't help

Sherpa: 

Reaching top is 

easy

Court weighs 

appeal; kids in 

limbo

Few protests 

aside, Utah's true 

to Bush

Talovic 

fascinated by 
guns before 

rampage

Unity center 

finally comes 

together

UTA board 

approves fuel 

surcharge

Board extends 

director's 

employment

Cost-of-living 

increases may go

State 

scholarships still 

up for grabs

East High 

principal is a new 

man

Sandy revamps 

bonus program

Private club 

law in for its 

demise?

Draper hires 

development 

specialist

Education bill 

flunks 
constitution test, 

suit says

Municipal 

council delays 
decision on iProvo 

until June

City Council 

OKs ban on 
smoking in public 

areas

S. Salt Lake 

fire started in a 

fuse box

SLC couple 

found alive in 

Grand Canyon

Orem divvies 

up $1.8M to arts, 
recreation 

programs

SLC area's 

carbon track 

harder to spot

In red Utah, 

protesters try to 
get their message 

out

Rule for GIs: 

Respect inmates

Money 

Tribtowns.com: Enter your Zip code to find news and events in your area  GO»

del.icio.us Digg Reddit YahooMyWeb Google Facebook What's this?

Print   Email  

In red Utah, protesters try to get their message out
By Matthew D. LaPlante 
and Christopher Smart 
The Salt Lake Tribune
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He just can't pack 'em in like he used to. 
    With just six months to go in his term, President Bush was met by underwhelming
numbers of supporters - and protesters - on Wednesday as he visited the state often 
billed as "the reddest in the nation," where several prior visits have been met by 
thousands of angry demonstrators. 
    Wednesday's protests in Salt Lake City and Park City drew smaller crowds, even as
polls show that Utah's support for Bush - who enjoyed his widest margin of victory in 
two elections in the Beehive State - has waned significantly in recent years. 
    Former Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson didn't let the diminished number of
demonstrators extinguish his fiery anti-Bush rhetoric. In a speech on the east steps of 
the Salt Lake City-County Building, Anderson decried those who oppose the 
president's policies in principle, but do not speak out. 
    "Let us all keep in mind silence is the essential collaborator with evil," Anderson
told more than 500 fellow protesters. 
    Though the numbers were smaller than prior protests, the crowd surprised Vietnam
War whistle-blower and anti-war champion Daniel Ellsberg, who spoke before 
Anderson and said he was getting "a very good impression of the reddest state in the 
union." 
    Among those contributing to that impression was Summer Hirschi, of Salt Lake
City, whose brother recently joined the Marine Corps. Hirschi said she is supporting 

likely Democratic nominee Barack Obama because she hopes he will end 
the war in Iraq. 
    Hirschi said that since the presidential election in 2004, some friends
and neighbors, including her landlord, who once supported Bush, have 
changed their minds. 
    "People who were once for Bush, even four years ago, are changing
their opinions because the truth is coming out about the war." 
    But many of those at the Salt Lake City protest - and a sister
demonstration in Park City - said they have always been opposed to 
Bush's policies. 
    Prospector Square homemaker Monica Swindel said she was
protesting what the Bush administration's policies have done to the 
country's reputation in the eyes of the world. 
    "This country needs a change," said Swindel, also an Obama
supporter. "I'm embarrassed to be an American." 

    She was among about 100 residents gathered to protest at the intersection of Comstock Avenue and
Kearns Boulevard as the president's helicopter touched down nearby at Park City's Treasure Mountain 
Middle School. Later, about 150 Parkites attended a "Bush Bash BBQ" at City Park. 
    At least one Park City resident, however, waved a placard declaring, "Welcome, President Bush." He was
clearly in the minority, but was joined - in spirit, at least - by about 200 wealthy individuals who shelled out 
more than $30,000 per person to gather for an evening reception with Bush and potential vice-presidential 
pick Mitt Romney at Romney's Deer Valley home. 
    --- 
    * CARLOS MAYORGA contributed to this report. 
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